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Does lockdown matter in COVID-19 pandemic control?

— Mchinsey Our basic idea is to compare places where policies are different on either side of a
— & Company Q @

— state border. In llinois we had shutdown orders, but across the border in lowa they
didn't. Several metro areas span that border and we have 110 different industries. Take
barber shops as an example. If the policies were driving the activity, then we should

| have seen people still getting haircuts in lowa but not in lllinois. But that didn't

All interview Wlth | 3 '- o f | L happen. In the same week, everyone stopped getting their hair cut by similar amounts.

That kind of evidence leads to the conclusion that the 60 percent drop in consumer

Austan Goolsbee

July 29, 2020 | Interview

activity from pre-COVID-19 times to the depths of the pandemic was more about

| | individuals’ own decision to stay home. We found that only about 7 percent of the fall-
Robert P. Gwinn Professor of Economics at

the University of Chicago Booth School of off was due to the policy. Everything else we attribute to other factors, mostly fear.
Business and the former chair of the Council

of Economic Advisers during the Obama

administration

“A 60 percent drop in consumer activity from pre-
COVID-19 times to the depths of the pandemic was
more about individuals’ own decision to stay home.”

— Austan Goolsbee
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HKU study suggests that COVID-19
may widen the digital divide among
students and schools — Findings from
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